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This work was produced by Jean-Paul Piriou in 2021 

with the help of Josick Lancien and the Raveton family. 
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Life in the Bélon region 

 

 

 

The Manors 

 
From the Middle Ages onwards, Brittany was covered with noble houses, 
the manors. Less fortified than castles, these solid buildings were also 
the centre of agricultural estates of varying sizes. Even today, the manor 
house remains one of the most representative elements of Breton 
architecture.  
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The tradition of medium-sized aristocratic dwellings, with an agricultural 
vocation, goes back to Antiquity. During the Gallic period, small 
fortresses were built throughout the Armorican peninsula, such as those 
of Laniscat (22) or Inguiniel (56). Later, after the Roman conquest, part 
of the Gallo-Roman aristocracy owned vast agricultural estates that 
included residential parts (occasionally occupied by owners also living in 
the new Roman towns) and agricultural parts that provided significant 
income. In the early Middle Ages, the smaller Breton nobles seem to have 
more or less fortified estates, also with a pronounced agricultural 
vocation.  

An ostentatious function 

In the 12th and 13th centuries, Brittany had economic and cultural links 
with Normandy and England. It is undoubtedly from these regions that 
the first architectural models of manor houses spread. These were 
residences occupied by small nobles, with little or no fortifications, in 
the heart of an agricultural estate. The term manor comes from the Latin 
manere, "to remain" or "to stay". These early manors were generally 
buildings of wood and earth, which have now disappeared, victims of 
conflicts or later rebuilding. Some Breton manor houses still have an 
archaic plan, similar to the British halls. It is a long building under a 
frame. The large room occupies all the space between the floor and the 
roof, like the manor of Bolant, in Bréal-sur-Monfort. These are 
ceremonial rooms which illustrate the ostentatious function of manor 
houses. 

For the manor is a place of life, work and power. It is the residence of an 
aristocratic family. Before it was a dwelling, the manor was synonymous 
with noble land. It was also the home of domesticity. The farm workers 
and, sometimes, the tenant farmer in charge of running the estate. The 
owner's people are generally housed in the outbuildings of the manor 
house, or in external buildings, particularly in the "métairies".  
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Mills, dovecotes, chapels... 

The manor house differs from the farm in the size of the buildings and 
the concentration of surrounding land. Some Breton manor houses also 
have defensive features: moats, watchtowers, surrounding walls, etc. 
More than being able to withstand a long siege, they are mainly intended 
to dissuade marauders. These defensive elements are sometimes 
ostentatious in nature. They are a reminder of the military function of 
the nobility.  

The owners of manor houses affirmed their status through a number of 
symbolic constructions, which were also sources of income. Mills, 
fisheries, fish ponds and ovens are often associated with them. There are 
no Breton manors without dovecotes either. The possession of a manor 
often implied a certain number of ancestral rights, such as the rights of 
justice and the titles of founders and benefactors in the surrounding 
chapels or in the parish church.  

Breton architecture 

One of the particularities of the Breton manor house lies in its 
extraordinary concentration in the peninsula. Specialists count more 
than twelve thousands of them, with sometimes between forty and sixty 
manors per commune. The Breton nobility of the Middle Ages and the 
ancien régime was indeed very numerous, much more so than in the 
kingdom of France. Sometimes the possession of a modest manor house 
was the only way to distinguish its members from the rest of the people. 
The number of Breton manor houses and the richness of their 
architecture also illustrate the prosperity of the peninsula which, 
contrary to certain preconceived ideas, was at the heart of the major 
commercial routes of the time.  

In addition to the materials used (granite, slate) which give them a 
specific look, Breton manor houses have certain special features. For 
example, there are often gatehouses, similar to the British gatehouses. 
This is a building built above a gate which it defends. On many Breton 
manor houses, one can also see traces of the supports for external 
galleries. However, most of these have now disappeared, with the 
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exception of the manor house of Launay-Bazoin, in Sainte-Anne de 
Vilaine. Finally, monumental staircases are also part of many manor 
houses. They are sometimes found on towers which adorn the facades 
and add majesty to the building.  

At the end of the Middle Ages, the Dukes of Brittany and their entourage 
also built manors. Duke Jean V ended his life in the manor of La Touche, 
the present-day Dobrée Museum, a few kilometres from the walled city 
of Nantes. Other relatives of the dukes had elegant residences built, such 
as Hac, near Dinan, or Bois-d'Orcan, near Rennes.  

An element of Breton identity 

The majesty of certain Breton manors had a strong influence on regional 
architecture. Some priests had real little manors built, as shown by the 
old presbytery in Landeleau. Little by little, the manor house became the 
property of notables and merchants, particularly in the regions where 
cloth was produced. This phenomenon became more pronounced with 
the decline of the small rural nobility from the 17th century onwards. 
Shipowners also built manor houses, particularly in the Saint-Malo 
region, where they were inspired by the military architecture of the city-
close to build the famous malouinières.  

In the 19th century, with the rediscovery of the Middle Ages and the 
romantic wave, the manor house experienced a revival of interest. It 
influenced the architecture of certain Breton seaside resorts and began 
to be identified as one of the picturesque elements of the Breton 
landscape. Even today, the Breton manor house continues to be 
associated with a certain social standing, as shown by the numerous 
restorations. However, of the twelve thousand old manor houses listed, 
only half remain today.  
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The distinction between a manor house and a castle is not always clear 
and a manor house or a castle is sometimes called a manor house. Until 
the French Revolution, a manor can be defined as a seigneurial residence 
attached to a farm managed directly by the seigneur, i.e. by a member of 
the small rural nobility who did not frequent the court and did not 
exercise honorary, military or administrative functions. 

In contemporary French, it is the greater or lesser magnificence of the 
residence that tends to divide the manor from the château. 

This definition corresponds to the buildings of Kerbélégou. 

 

Meaning of the name Kerbélégou - Spelling - Origin 

Here is what Pierre Hallocou and Jean-Yves Plourin say in their book on 
place names: 

In 1426 Kerbaelegou, in 1443 Keranbelegou, Keranbaelegou in 1539, 
Kerbellegou in 1667, Lieu noble de Kerbellegou in 1682, Kerbellegou in 
1759, kerbelegou in 1763 and Kerbélégou in 1832. This toponym 
associates Ker village with the personal name Baélégou, plural of the 
name Baélec from baelec prêtre. In this village is a noble place owned by 
Allain Lescoët in 1426 and 1443 

This patronymic associates Ker "village" with the personal name 
Baelegou, plural of Baelec "priest".  

Clarification by Josick Lancien (specialist): The plural of Béleg in Breton 
is Beleien. The suffix eg, plural égou, rather denotes a group: a group of 
priests but not a group of monks or it would be "manach" which would 
appear in the name. 
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The owners 

The name Kerbélégou appeared in 1426: the estate was part of the 
Lordship of Lescoet. At that time, the Breton countryside was dotted 
with small Lordships. These small Lords lived off the taxes in money and 
in kind that they levied on their farms. They also had to pay homage to 
their suzerain but had no right of justice. In Riec, the suzerain was the 
Marquis of Pont-Callec de la Porte-Neuve. 

The Sieur de Lescoet also owned the villages of Lescoet, Kernatous, 
Kérauret and Chrec'haro. All located in the same area. The most 
important in terms of land must have been Kernatous because it had a 
dovecote.  

In 1426, a reformation (census of the nobility's property) took place. It is 
mentioned that Alain Lescoet was the owner of Kerbélégou and housed 
a tenant farmer: Guillemot Audren. In 1443, he is mentioned as a noble. 

Did he live in Kerbélégou in a manor? It must be said that at that time 
the nobles had several homes: their manors in the countryside where 
they stayed in the summer and a home in town where they lived in the 
winter. They left the running of the estates to sharecroppers. 

In the 1536 reformation, Jacob Coêtquiriou was Sr. of Lescoet and Ker 

an belgou which certainly means Kerbélégou.  
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The configuration of Kerbélégou must have been more or less the same 
at the time of the Lescoets. The roofs of the buildings were made of 

thatch. 

In the 1590s, Brittany was confronted with the wars of the League. The 
Quimperlé region was also affected by this conflict. Here is what the 
canon Moreau (1552-1617) had to say about it. 

"Around 1593, Spanish mercenaries, led by Don Juan d'Aguila, raided 
Quimperlé, but they were massacred by troops from Concarneau. The 
surviving soldiers devastated the surrounding countryside. In Clohars, 
they plundered the farms. The inhabitants armed with pitchforks chased 
them, and massacred the isolated looters. In the whole region, the years 
1595 to 1599 were terrible. 

Four scourges hit the parishes of the Quimperlé area: war (end of the 
Wars of Religion), plague, famine and wolves. "The war caused famine, 
the plague decimated those who escaped the cruelty of the soldiers, in 
the bushes, in the garennes, in the thickets where they hid, living on sour 
grass, they languished, died, were devoured by wolves. The livestock had 
disappeared, taken away by the raiders. Those who could find a little 
wheat, gathered if they could, set to work at night with the plough, sowed 
a little grain in the hope of a forthcoming peace. The cities were 
swarming with poor people who could neither be fed nor clothed. They 
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wandered the streets, almost naked, without blankets or shelter. 
Entering the stables where there was manure, they buried themselves 
there like pigs. 

Houses are destroyed and land is left fallow. Almost half the population 
was wiped out. Since those years, the faithful have carried the statue of 
the Virgin in procession to the chapel of St Philibert in Moëlan. 

On 13 April 1598, Henri IV signed the Edict of Nantes which put an end 
to this war.  

The manor of Kerbélégou may have been damaged during this war and 

restored with elements from the old manor. 

What remains of these times? 

Some elements of the ancient heritage of Kerbélégou have come down 
to us 

 

. 
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The front doors  

  
 

 

The brace is characteristic of the flamboyant repertoire (1450/1500), the 
lintel has an arch in the form of a brace, and a hollow moulding with a 

groove decorates the jambs. (Opinion of Josick Lancien) 
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In the main house on the first floor there is an exceptional fireplace.
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The fireplace is monumental. The brackets are moulded in the shape of 
an inverted pyramid, more or less stylised. They support the monolithic 
lintel which has a characteristic Jupiter profile. The ornate, sculpted 
fillets of the jambs show a particularly careful treatment. The religious 
motifs of mitre and cross are not uncommon, and may express a 
devotion. This type of fireplace can be found in manor houses probably 
dating from before the mid 15th century. This fireplace could be a reuse 
of another building. 

Note from JPP: In the 1670s, Joseph Briant was a priest and Sieur de 

Lescoet. He may have restored the manor house and, because he was a 
priest, put the cross and mitre on the chimney. As priests at that time 
did not necessarily live in presbyteries but often in their homes, Joseph 
probably stayed at Kerbélégou. Some prelates, who are neither bishops 
nor abbots, sometimes had the privilege of wearing a mitre. This is only 
a hypothesis. 

Another avenue:  

The carvings could mean that an important person lived or was born in 
this room. Knowing that the mitre is a headgear reserved for bishops 
since the early days of the church, could it be a bishop? It should be 
noted that two bishops of Cornouaille came from Riec: Alain Rivelin 
from 1290 to 1320 and Alain Le Gall from 1335 to 1352. Were they born 
in Kerbélégou and, to pay tribute to them, did the owner engrave the 
mitre and the cross on the chimney? The mystery remains. 

The inhabitants of the area considered Kerbélégou as a manor. As proof, 
on 13 September 1669, Jean Dagorn was born in Bréharn and his 
godmother was Marguerite Ollivier of the Keran Belligou Manor, 
certainly Kerbélégou.  

On the 1832 land register, a parcel of land is called "Parc Porz 
Kerbélégou". The word Porz in Breton translates as "important house, 
manor". 
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Kerbélégou in an old land register from the 1760s 

 

The staircase 

    
 

The staircase is outside the building and must have been in a former 
turret or structure flanking the building. The roof, which was probably 
conical, with a pepperpot or four sides, has been truncated. It is a spiral 
staircase, turned, formed of gyrating steps typical of the second half of 
the 15th century. The state of preservation is remarkable. 
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Before the renovation of the Kerbélégou manor in the 17th century, the staircase 
would have looked like this (left: staircase tower of the Kerlagadic manor in 
Bannalec).  

The staircase leads us to the first floor and through an elaborate door 
into the former "upper room" where the exceptional fireplace is located.. 

The door on the first floor 

    
The brace is the same as that on the entrance door, which is characteristic of the flamboyant 
repertoire. The lintel has an arcade, but the moulding is less pronounced, just bevelled. The 
doorway with its bracketed arch can be dated to the end of the Gothic period or the end of 
the 15th century… 
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It is clear that this building has the architectural characteristics of a noble 
house: a manor house. 

Clarification by JPP on the lower and upper rooms: 

In a Breton manor house in the Middle Ages, there was a lower room on 
the ground floor where common affairs were settled (reception of 
farmers, settlement of rents, leases, settlement of disputes .....). This was 
a sort of common room, whereas upstairs the upper room is more family-
oriented and was used to receive people with a certain solemnity, the 
space is more private (private life).  

These two rooms are heated by monumental fireplaces, which are 
elements of comfort. 

So at Kerbelegou, the current room upstairs was the upper room. It was 
accessed by the staircase and that is why there is a carved door on the 
first floor. 

As for the lower room, the fireplace is also monumental. A relief can be 
seen, which suggests that the stones were also engraved, but it seems that 
wear and tear has erased the engravings. Indeed, as soon as the manor 
house was converted into a farm, it was in this fireplace that the meal 
was prepared and the household sat down to eat, leading to inevitable 
rubbing and therefore wear and tear of the relief engravings. 

On the other hand, the fireplace in the upper room has been very well 
preserved. 

In the lower room, the granite wall cupboard or wall niche with shelves 
(the word "credence" is also used) in which the Lord stored precious 
documents (terriers, confessions, notarial deeds ....). They were well 
protected in this granite niche in case of fire. 

There is also a fireplace on the first floor in the village of Kernatous. In 
the years 1400-1500, the Lords were the same: the de Lescoet family. 
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JPP's clarification on the owners of Kerbelegou: 

In 1678, Kerbélégou belonged to the Briant family. Indeed, that same 
year, a census of the property of the nobles was carried out and here is 
what is mentioned for Kerbélégou (the declaration is made by Renée de 

Coetnours, widow of Jacques Briant, owner of Kerbélégou): 

"The lands, heritages and rents owned by the seigneury of Riec,  

Demoiselle Renée de Coetnours, widow of the late nobleman Jasques 
Briant, Sieur de Botuelen her husband and, noble and discrete, messire 
Joseph Briant, sieur du Lescoet, priest and noble Jan Briant, sieur de 
Botuelen and Jacques Bonaventure Briant, sieur du Stang, their 
children. 

 

Thus, in 1678, the landowner of Kerbélégou was Renée de Coetnours. 
When she married Jacques Briant, lawyer at the court and lord of 
Botuelen, she brought the seigneury of Lescoet and passed it on to her 
son Joseph, the priest. 

Renée's father, Jean de Coetnours was Sieur de Kernault in Mellac 
through his ancestors. In the 1550s, the Lord of Kernault was called Yvon 
de Lescoat or Lescoet. Renée was a descendant of Yvon de Lescoet and 
must certainly have received the seigneury of Lescoet by inheritance. 
She then passed on the name of the Lordship of Lescoet to her son 
Joseph (Priest). 

Let us return to the Briant family.  

According to oral tradition, the manor was renovated in 1635 under 
Louis XIII. At that time, it was owned by Jacques Briant and Renée 
Coetnours. Jacques, as a lawyer at the court, was well placed. He had the 
means to renovate the manor. 

In the 17th century, the Briant family was considered to be an old and 
honourable family in Quimperlé, a Cornouaille region in Lower Brittany. 
According to tradition, this family came from Ireland to settle in the 16th 
century. The Briant family owned the seigneury of Lescoet, in the parish 
of Riec. In 1678, Joseph Briant was Sieur de Lescoet. 
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(Coat of arms of Joseph Briant : Bear Argent a saltire 
Azure, between four roses Gules) 

The Briant family tried in vain to join the nobility. 
Jacques Briant was condemned as a usurper during 
the great search for false nobles by a judgement of 28 
September 1668.  

His son, Jacques Bonaventure Briant was Sieur de Crec'haro et de 
Coëtnours, Sieur du Stang, substitute counsellor of the King's 
prosecutor and of the city and jurisdiction of Quimperlé. He was born 
on 4 June 1656 in Quimperlé. 

Jacques-Bonaventure Briant and Joseph Briant Seigneur du Lescoet, his 
brother, a priest, had their coat of arms registered in the General 
Armorial of 1696 (Quimperlé register): a silver door with a saltire of azure 
accompanied by four roses of gules - Knight's helmet. Motto: "Without 
diversions".  

Joseph Briant died in 1708. After his death, with no descendants, it was 
his brother Jacques Bonaventure who inherited Kerbélégou. 

Jacques Bonaventure died on 19 September 1716 in Quimperlé and in 
1718, the estate passed to his daughter, Marie-Josèphe Briant, then to 
the Feydeau de Vogien family through the marriage of Marie-Josèphe to 
Charles-Louis de Feydeau.  

It was then the de la Villemarqué family who inherited Kerbélégou 
through the marriage of Marie-Ursule de Feydeau to Pierre de la 
Villemarqué.  

Finally, the de Kergos family inherited the estate through the marriage 
of Justine Hersart de la Villemarqué to Hervé de Kernaflen de Kergoz. 
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For more information: 

- Marie-Josèphe Briant was born in 1703 in Nizon. She married in 1728 
in Quimperlé Charles-Louis de Feydeau, squire, Lord of Plessix Nizon. 
She died in 1741 in Nizon. Charles-Louis, her husband, died in 1755 in 
Nizon. 

- Jean-Marie de Feydeau du Plessix was born in 1732 in Nizon at the 
château du Plessix. Knight, Lord of the Plessis and lieutenant of the ship, 
he died in his castle of Nizon on September 29, 1786. 

(Coat of arms of the Feydeau family) 

- Marie-Ursule de Feydeau de Vaugien was born in 1776 in 
Quimperlé and married in 1798 in Hennebont Pierre 
Toussaint de la Villemarqué. She died in 1847 in rue du 

château in Quimperlé. Pierre de la Villemarqué died in 1843 in 
Quimperlé. 

- Pauline Hersart de la Villemarqué (daughter of Pierre) inherited 
Crec'haro. Born in 1799, she died without heirs in 1875. 

A draw was made among the heirs and it was Hortense Kernaflen de 
Kergos, wife of Mr Sallier du Pin, who inherited Crec'haro and 
Kerbélégou. This is how the estate came to the Kernaflen de Kergoz 
family. 

In the 1900s, Kerbélégou belonged to Hervé-Marie de Kernaflen de 
Kergoz of the Château de Kergoz in Clohars Fouesnant who sold the 
estate in 1962 to Mr and Mrs Raveton. 
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To follow the landowners since 1678 
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Families in Kerbélégou over the years 

The parish registers of Riec do not begin until 1666. We will therefore 
only start the list of the inhabitants of Kerbélégou from this date. 

In this list, we will find the farmers under contract with a leaveable 
estate, the servants employed by the farmers and the day labourers. 

The leaveable domain 

Until the middle of the 19th century (in the 20th century there were still 
a few contracts drawn up according to this principle), most Breton 
farmers operated their land under the agricultural regime of the domaine 
congéable. As the practice of this type of contract was not common 
throughout Brittany, it was regulated by "usements", i.e. local regulations 
(customary texts). 

The principle was as follows: the lessor was the landowner of the land 
while the farmer owned the buildings and facilities on the land. The 
farmer was generally a peasant. The lease lasted 9 years, was renewable, 
but could also be terminated by the landowner. The landowner was then 
obliged to repay the amount of the property granted to the farmer by 
means of a freeze procedure. Each renewal of the "baillée" was subject 
to the payment of an entrance fee called "commission", "pot de vin" or 
"denier d'assurance".  

Under the Ancien Régime, the various acts required for the procedure 
were: 

 The lease (or baillée) of the landowner, before a notary. 
 The congestion which included: the sentence of the court, the 

swearing in of the takers, the measuring and taking of the land, 
before the notary or the court, the congestion itself and the 
reimbursement before the court. 

The farmers who lived in Kerbélégou are the following: 
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The Dagorn family (in the 1660s) 

Jan Dagorn lived in Kerbélégou in the 1660's. He was married to 
Marguerite Ollivier and they had at least four children: Jean, François, 
Sébastien and Marguerite. This family was very close to that of Guillaume 
Dagorn de Bréharn. Members of this same family succeeded each other 
by inheritance at Kerbélégou until the 1770s. 

In 1678, Renée de Coetnours, the owner, declared her property and 
indicated: 

"The noble place of Querbelligou (Kerbélégou) containing 16 diaries six 
cords owned as a convenant under the said Lady and her children by Jan 
Dagorn to pay him per year on St Michael's Day in September to the said 
Lady a land and convenant rent of 4 minots of packed and crushed oats, 
1 fat sheep, 4 capons and chores.” 

This text tells us that in 1678, Renée de Coetnours was a landowner and 
that Jan Dagorn had sheep, a farmyard with capons and grew oats. 

Jean Dagorn son married in 1675 Renée Laviner, daughter of Christophe 
and Marie Jaffric who lived in Chrec'haro.  

Marguerite Ollivier died in 1674 at Kerbélégou at the age of 50. 

 

What was happening in the region at that time? 

 

The revolt of the red bonnets 

In 1675, a peasant uprising called the "Bonnets rouges" (from the name 
of the bonnets worn by the insurgents) developed in Brittany. In the 
inventory of Jean-Joseph Berthou of Riec in 1757, we find an old red 
bonnet and an old bayonet rifle. These are perhaps relics of this revolt. 
One of his ancestors would undoubtedly have participated in this 
uprising. 
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In Cornwall, the economic context was particularly difficult and the 
peasants were the first to be affected by the increase in taxes and the low 
yield of agriculture. 

The revolt first broke out in Rennes (April 1675) and spread throughout 
Brittany with frightening speed. 

The tocsin called for an uprising in the coastal parishes: Concarneau, 
Quimperlé and thus Riec were in a state of insurrection. It was a social 
war, an anti-seigneurial peasant jacquerie. The demands concerning 
taxes and the abuses of the notables were recorded on 2 July in a peasant 
code by an assembly of 14 parishes. 

The peasants demanded the abolition of the burdens imposed on the 
inhabitants of the countryside, the abolition of feudal rights and the 
abolition of corvée. 

In July 1675, almost the whole of Brittany was up in arms, in any case the 
whole of Cornouaille, including the Quimperlé region. Everywhere there 
was looting, massacres and fires. 

An act of 1682, tells us that the uprising in the country of Bannalec was 
commanded by Vincent Le Roy, Sieur de Kermoal (a nobleman who had 
held the position of clerk of the jurisdiction of Bannalec). He "was 
captain of the seditionists of the parishes of Bannalec and St Turien, 
trefnenou and mellac. By his authority, he rang the bells of the said 
parishes and chapels in despandents to assemble the peaceful people, 
rendered them, marched to their teste and led them to the town of 
Qperlé, where he had the stamped paper and registers of the controlle 
burned...” 

Vincent Le Roy's accomplice was René Penvern, who played the drum 
(he beat a drum to arouse the population). After the events, Vincent was 
amnestied (probably because he was a nobleman) with orders not to 
appear in the country. But he returned and changed his name to Yan Le 
Roy. Vincent had a grudge against René Rousseau, Sieur de La Tallinière 
(clerk of the jurisdiction of Bannalec) and he did not stop harassing him. 
The Sieur Rousseau must have had protection from the authorities. René 
Penvern, Vincent's drummer accomplice, was executed in Hennebont. 
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At that time, Louis XIV was in the middle of a war with Holland but 
6,000 men were sent to Brittany. They arrived in Quimperlé on 30 
August. The Duke of Chaulnes commanded these men. The parishes 
were summoned to give up their leaders, their bells and to reimburse the 
damages committed. The repression was terrible: bell towers were razed 
to the ground (in the Bigouden country: the decapitated chapels still 
exist: Lambour in Pont-l'Abbé, Languivoa, Lanvern). Dozens of peasants 
were executed. The Duke of Chaulnes commented on this repression: 
"The trees are beginning to lean towards Quimperlé, due to the weight 
they are given". The hangings were carried out on trees at the entrances 
to the villages. These executions were known as the "fourches 
patibulaires". 
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 The soldiers were not kind to the 
population. Here is what a Breton 
notary from Rennes wrote. 
"Several inhabitants of this town 
and forsbourgs were beaten by 
soldiers who were lodged in their 
homes, and all the soldiers treated 
the inhabitants so badly that they 
threw their hostesses and 
hostesses out of the windows, beat 
and exerted themselves, raped 
women in the presence of their husbands, and tied naked children to 
spits... 

 

On 17 August, Laurent Le Quéau, one of the leaders of the red bonnets, 
was executed in front of Quimper cathedral. The arrival of these 6,000 
royal soldiers restored order. 

To obtain calm, the authorities also granted an amnesty. Thus Vincent 
Le Roy, from Bannalec, mentioned above, was amnestied with orders not 
to appear in the canton. 

After this repression, and for a century, the peasants were to withdraw 
into themselves. The misery will continue until the 19th century. 

What you need to know is that in the 16th century (under Henry IV, after 
the Wars of Religion) Brittany was "modern" and dynamic, but from the 
middle of the 17th century and also in the 18th century, it became an 
economically backward province, culturally frozen: a province where 
misery was great and the health situation deplorable. 

The causes of this were the increase in the tax burden. The finances of 
the parishes were increased, but above all the landlords and lords were 
victims of economic difficulties and tried to compensate for their 
reduced income at the expense of the peasants. 

The cause of this economic crisis is mainly due to the policies of Louis 
XIV and his successors. Louis XIV was constantly at war with the 
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Spanish, the Dutch and the English and it was forbidden to trade with 
these countries! The fortifications that can still be seen on the coast (Fort 
du Bélon, Casemates de Merrien, Port Manech...) date from these years. 
Built by Vauban, they were built to protect themselves from the English 
and Spanish. 

Climatic disasters were also added to these conflicts and it is easy to 
imagine the difficult environment in which our ancestors lived.  

A terrible epidemic hit the country of Riec from mid-September to 
the end of November 1699. In October, there were 63 deaths and it 
was mainly children who were affected. The village of Kervinien 
(near St Ouarneau) was badly hit: 9 children died between 12 
October and 13 November. Jan Piriou's family lost two of their 
children: Nicolas (2 years old) on 10 October and Joseph (7 years 
old) on 18 October. The Le Celin family lost Jan (10), Alain (6) and 
Corentine (11 months). The Le Querroué family lost Guillaume and 
Marie (6 and 12 years old) but also Yves Le Solliec (25 years old) 
and Nicolas Olivier (6 years old). 

The people lived in a difficult context: many people are poor labourers, 
living miserably. The winter of 1693-1694 was very cold, following a very 
rainy spring and autumn. Temperatures were between -13° and -15°. 
Hunger was omnipresent. Wanderers were numerous. A typhoid 
epidemic swept through the population. At least 1 million people die in 
France.  
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Children of Laboureur 

 

It was not all doom and gloom in those days. People also knew how to 
have fun. For the wedding of her son, Jean Piriou, Marguerite Quillien 
de Baye spent 100 pounds for the wedding expenses (the festivities lasted 
several days and the cider had to flow freely!)  

After the hard work: haymaking, harvesting, clearing the land... everyone 
got together to celebrate to the sound of the Biniou (Haut Bois in those 
days). There was the carnival in Quimperlé and every Sunday afternoon, 
the game of soule. 

This traditional game, presented as an ancestor of rugby, was common 
in our country. It was a huge leather ball filled with sound that was 
thrown in the air and fought over by the players, divided into two 
opposing camps. The two opposing sides, usually consisting of the 
inhabitants of two neighbouring villages, fight to get the ball to a 
predetermined location. 

It was a violent game; all means were good to conquer and keep the soule. 
It was an opportunity to settle old grudges and fights were frequent. 
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Thus, on a Sunday in July 1692, a soule took place at the chapel of St 
Cado in Bannalec. A man named Le Roy attacked a man named Leslias 
and struck him several times in the head and in other places, with 
bloodshed. Our ancestors often carried a large stick (Pen Baz) with them 
to help them walk, but also to defend themselves. 

These festivals were a break from the harsh reality of life. 

 

Soule game 
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Time was also punctuated by religious festivals and pardons. Many 
villages had their chapels. Most of the chapels we see today date from the 
1650's. Near Kerbélégou was the chapel of St Hervé. In 1675 the fabrician 
(the one who looked after the chapel) was Vincent Souffez from Kérauret 
(Keraoret). The inhabitants of Kerbélégou had to attend the chapel and 
participate in the pardon, which was one of the most frequented pardons 
in the area. People came from far away, from Baye, Riec, Mellac, on foot 
or by carriage. 

History of the Saint-Houarno or St Hervé chapel 

Following the course of the brook of Saint Jean towards its mouth in the 
Bélon, we came across a chapel dedicated to Saint Hervé, otherwise 
known as Saint Houarno, as early as the 1630s. Its existence is attested 
as early as 1636. Dubuisson-Aubenay mentions it near the Caradec 
bridge: 

"Go up the following hill: on the left side, on the hill, you will pass by 
the chapel of Saint Ouarneau, belonging to the parish of Riec, near a 
cannonade, on the plain, above the hill.” 

The chapel of Saint Ouarneau, also indicated on the State-Major map n° 
88, was situated between Baye and Riec, a little after the passage of the 
Bélon, coming from Quimperlé, at the place which still bears this name. 
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This very old road, used by Dubuisson-Aubernay and other illustrious 
travellers, appears in Ogée's Atlas itinéraire, in 1769. In 1680 the 
fabrique was Yves Souffez. A great pardon was held there every year. It 
was very famous. People came from everywhere: Baye, Riec, Quimperlé... 

 

 

 
Saint-Ouarneau in 1832 

 

The tenant of the house in St Ouarneau was a wheelwright at that time.  

Meaning of certain terms:  

Rouz: sloping ground, hillock covered with ferns, moorland. The chapel 
of St Hervé was at the top of the hillside along the road. Not far away was 
the fountain. Ilis: church, chapel. Beuz: boxwood. Forn: oven. Kernei (k) 
hat (here at the top of the valley). Parc: arable field. Prat: meadow. izel: 
bottom. 

The place of St Ouarneau was very lively in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
There were wheelwrights, blacksmiths, tobacconists, weavers and the 
chapel's family. The stagecoach used to stop there. There were also 
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people who went on foot or by carriage to the market in Quimperlé. The 
carts loaded with fertiliser coming from the coast passed people going to 
Quimperlé. 

At the time of the revolution, curiously, the letter addressed on 18 July 
1790 to the Administrators of the Directory of Quimperlé omits to 
mention the chapel of St Hervé. The municipal officers of the time were, 
however, very aware of religious matters, as they signed in turn: Jean-
Marie David, rector-mayor, Jean-Louis Gurudec priest, both living in the 
town of Riec, Jean Le Grand de Kerenjoa, Charles-Célestin Le Frotter 
Dangecourt, at the Porte-Neuve, Joseph Boulic de Kerembosser, Alain 
Le Scellin de Goulet Riec, Louis Berthou regular priest and Yves Boulic 
de Kerdru  

 

This chapel did exist since the statement of accounts of the fabriques of 
the churches and chapels of Riec, on 29 August 1790, indicates that the 
fabricator of Saint Ouarneau was Yves Deredec and that the balance of 
the accounts amounted to the sum of 60£6s.6d. But the fund of this 
chapel had no dependence, neither built building nor cultivable land. 
Among the objects coming from this chapel and reported to the 
Directory of Quimperlé, on 19 Thermidor year 2, by Mr. Le Frotter 
Dangecourt, we see that it had a bell, a small hand bell, a silver chalice, 
with its paten and 64 silver rings mounted in stones of different colours 
"which are in a chest belonging to the said chapel of Saint Houarno, 
deposited at the home of citizen Joseph Cariou at the place and village 
of Kerauret, near the said chapel of Saint Houarno" (12). 

The chapel was bought by citizen Loyer, who was apparently not a 
choirboy, interested mainly in the lure of profit. An anecdote which 
occurred in this place has already been often related. It was, in particular 
by Mr Daniel Bernard in his article "Documents and notes on the 
religious history of the Directory"; an article partly taken up by Mr 
Pennec when he left Riec. Here it is as it was written by Mr Daniel 
Bernard: 
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"On the twenty-ninth of Prairial year VI (Sunday 17 June 1798) there was 
a gathering not only exceeding 10 people, but considerable, in the chapel 
of Saint-Houarneau... 

...that Bertrand Kerouiou, known as La Forest, took part in the 
gathering, that he announced outside the prayers and ceremonies of this 
chapel, in the choir of which he was principal cantor... 

It is constant and admitted by citizen Loyer that he took part in the 
gatherings of the 28 and 29 Prairial; with the first, by entering the chapel 
to take the offerings of the day and by causing the fights by bait of the 
money which he threw on ground, with the second, by making turn to 
his profit the collection in money and the offering of butter and hemp... 
that he was not unaware that there was to be a gathering, in and near the 
chapel, since the minstrels went to his house to announce it to him, and 
that he did not forbid going there, that on the contrary, by giving a 
gavotte, he himself authorised the dance and the gathering... 

By a judgement of 22 Messidor, citizen Loyer, owner of the chapel, was 
condemned to 3 decades of prison and a 100 franc fine (Tribunal 
correctionnel de Quimperlé). 

This is a question of the annual pardon, and we can see that neither the 
fights nor the dances ceased, even during the bad days of the Revolution. 

In Prairial year III, citizen Allan, temporary commander in Concarneau, 
passing one day, at 4 o'clock in the afternoon, near this chapel, was 
threatened by several people "several of whom armed themselves with 
large stones to assault me, uttering these words: this aristocrat must be 
f... in the ditch... and I owe my salvation only to the sight of a few people 
who showed up in the distance. As this so-called Saint-Ouarnouest is 
surrounded by woods and protected without doubt by malicious people, 
I have no doubt that by lighting the way and by pulling down this chapel, 
which is more harmful than holy, we will render the greatest service to 
travellers. (District of Quimperlé. Police and general security). It is 
probable that the citizen Allan had disturbed the preparations of the 
pardon ". 
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There is no need to recall who Saint Hervé is, the saint to whom this 
chapel was dedicated. Everyone knows that he was the blind bard, 
nephew of Rivoaré, and son of Rivanone, whose cult spread throughout 
Brittany. After the purchase, the owner had to demolish the chapel. But 
the memory of the chapel remains in our memories. 

Let's go back to Kerbélégou... 

Jean Dagorn the elder died in 1680. His son Jean succeeded him in the 
farm. 

Other families lived in Kerbélégou. They were probably labourers or 
servants. 

In 1682, Catherine Le Carer lived there and in 1684 Jan Nivinic and 
Marie Le Kerroué with their daughter Marie. 

Jean Dagorn and Renée Laviner had at least 7 children: Marguerite born 
in 1681, Alain born in 1683, Marie born in 1685, François born in 1689, 
Renée born in 1691, Sébastien born in 1693, Jeanne born in 1697. 

Jean Dagorn died on 30 May 1700 at Kerbélégou and his wife on 3 June 
of the same year. 

After these deaths, three of the children remained in Kerbélégou. Marie 
died in 1712 and Alain in 1721. Marguerite Dagorn married Jean Morven 
or Moreen around 1700. They took over from Jean Dagorn at 
Kerbélégou. 

Their first child Marie-Madeleine was born in 1702 at the noble place of 
Kerbélégou. 

Jeanne, Marguerite, Renée, Guillaume, Françoise, Alain, Nicolas, 
Marguerite, Jean and Catherine followed. 

Jean Moreen died around 1735 and his wife Marguerite Dagorn in 1738. 
She was 60 years old. 

Their daughter Jeanne married Joseph Le Scellin in 1727. They took 
over the farming business. 

A family of labourers lived in Kerbélégou in 1712: Grégoire Le Porz and 
Marie Le Dérédel. 
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The Le Scellin family 

After their marriage, Joseph Le Scellin and Jeanne Moreen lived in 
Kerbélégou. 

Their first child Joseph was born in 1730, followed by Jean in 1741. 

But Jeanne Moreen died in 1742. 

Joseph Le Scellin married his son Joseph who was 15 years old on 27 
January 1745 to Anne Le Garrec who was 23 years old. 

But Joseph Le Scellin the father died accidentally on 17 July 1751. He 
died of his wounds at Kerbélégou. He was 46 years old. 

After his death, his son Joseph inherited the farm.  

From his marriage to Anne Le Garrec, they had 11 children: Jeanne, 
Louis, Joseph, Anne, Corentin, Marie-Louise, Hélène, Anne, Jean-
Marie, Marie-Josèphe and Marie-Jeanne. 

Several of the children died at an early age: Louis at 3, Marie-Louise at 
2, Jean-Marie at a few months, Marie-Josèphe at 1. 

On 27 October 1763, two royal notaries went to Kerbélégou at the 
request of the prior of the abbey of St Maurice in Clohars Carnoet, to 
take the declarations of the abbey's lands in anticipation of the 
imposition of the tenth (The tenth was a tax created in 1710, the year 
after the great famine of 1709, in the middle of the war of the Spanish 
succession). 

He found Joseph Le Scellin in Kerbélégou, who declared that his father 
had cleared 16 years ago a park called Terrien parcou an bechen 
containing about 60 cords. 

The abbey of St Maurice therefore owned land at Kerbélégou. 

Between 1764 and 1766, the Le Scellin family left Kerbélégou for 
Chrec'haro, the neighbouring farm. 
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Annex building in the 1960s 

 

 

 

Small rear window of the manor 
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With this departure, the last descendants of the Dagorns 

who are leaving Kerbélégou. 
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A few words on justice in the years 1670-1790 

in the region of Quimperlé 

In the 1720s, Louis XIV died and Philippe d'Orléans became regent 
because Louis XV was only eight years old. After the reign of Louis 
XIV, the economic situation was not good. The people suffered and, 
in order to get by, they "got by". 

Various traffics were set up and our region was not exempt from them. 

Many people did not pay taxes. 

In 1719, the authorities took stock of the situation: 

Here is a note made by the public prosecutor to the public. 

" Remontre (note)... following the orders of Monseigneur le procureur 
général... for the utility of the public,... as well against the false 
weights as the merchants grocers of this city and dependencies against 
the bakers who make their bread too small, against the cabarretiers 
who sell wines and cider... against the millers who sell in the markets 
to remove all the grains, to resell them to the inhabitants of Belle Isle 
and Groy and other sailors, which makes the said grains so expensive 
that the poor people suffer and puts them out of state to be able to 
feed their families... 

He ordered the said merchants, butchers and others to sell nothing 
by weight unless they first have weights that are well and properly 
jogged. to cabaretiers to sell wines ciders ny other liquors that to the 
measure jogée, that deffences be made to the bakers to sell more than 
two sols the liure of white bread, one sol six deniers the liure of bread 
gry, which one names otherwise good and bad bread, and the bread 
of rye twelve deniers the liure, that the same deffence be made to the 
merchant millers ny other persons to buy grains from the market only 
for their provision only with regard to the others that the millers who 
are supposed to have of their right to grind of what to feed, and this 
under some pretexts that it can be, on pain of confiscation of what 
they will have bought for the benefit of the hospital of the town of 
Quimperlé and Concarneau and of twenty pounds of bread for the 
benefit of the seigniory on pain of all merchants and bakers in case 
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they are found selling any goods without having weights jogés of 
similar confiscation twenty livres of fine that the cabaretiers which 
will not have measures joger and which will debit with others will also 
be condemned in twenty livres of fine and that in the event also that 
the white bread of ten sols does not pay five livres the others has 
'proportion. The bakers aquy will belong the breads will be 
confiscated  

With all the others which will be found in their shops and each of the 
contraveners condemned in each one twenty livres of fine the whole 
with the profit of the hospitals and seigniory for the maintenance of 
the clock and the prison... the presente and the ordinance will be read 
public with sound of drum and posted with a post of the market so 
that nobody can ignore... ". 

This text is a little long but it gives us information about life at that 
time. 

The bakers in the towns and villages (in the villages there was a 
communal oven) made two types of bread: white bread or good bread 
(wheat flour) and grey bread or bad bread (rye flour or buckwheat). 

In the towns and cities, the shopkeepers (cabaretiers, butchers, 
bakers, etc.) took advantage of their situation to "trick" people. 

The millers also did this. 

In another text, from 1715, an ordinance forbids and prohibits the 
entry into the kingdom of foreign sardines coming from England, 
Scotland, Ireland and other countries under penalty of confiscation 
of the vessels and 3000 pounds of fines. 

The sale of wine was at that time a source of fraud. 

Here is an anecdote that occurred in Moëlan on 15 May 1707. 

The judges and clerks of the jurisdiction of Riec had to go to Moëlan 
for a wine deal. 

Sieur Chardel, a wine merchant in Quimperlé, is said to have sold a 
third of a barrel of wine to a man called Pierre Roch from Moëlan. 
This Pierre Roch would not have declared this purchase to the 
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authorities (all purchases of wine, cider and other liquors were subject 
to a tax, and therefore had to be declared).  

The judges, the clerks (Sieur Logeois) and the clerk (Sieur Le Coq) 
therefore went to the village of Kerlagat where Pierre Roch was 
supposed to live. But in this village, he is not known. 

They then go to the village of Moëlan, where they pass the house of 
Joseph Dubois, a carpenter. There they saw several people drinking 
wine in different places: in the house and in the garden.  

The third part of the wine had been tasted, bought, paid for, taken 
away, housed in the house and put in barrels by Joseph Dubois' wife, 
giving her name as Pierre Roch.  

For the authorities they are fraudsters. 

These people appeared to be drunk. Among them was Ysaac 
Chefdantol, a wine merchant from the village. The judges, the clerks 
and the clerk Le Coq entered the house to carry out the 
interrogations. The woman Dubois, seeing them enter the house, took 
a bowl with wine (at that time, glasses were rare, people drank from 
bowls) and said loudly: "See, gentlemen, how he drinks and gives 
drinks to his friends". 

(Let us not forget that most people did not know or understand 
French, so the words were in Breton). 

The drinkers got up from their seats and all wanted to go outside, but 
the clerks held back two of them for questioning. 

Sieur Dubois then entered the house, very angry, shouting: "My wife 
give me my axe". She gave him an axe. 

Sieur Chefdantol, who was acting mean, had grabbed a clerk by the 
throat. 

In the garden, another clerk was attacked by the other drinkers. In the 
house, the judges could not calm the disturbance. The clerk Le Cocq 
saw that the said Chefdantol was going to strangle the clerk or Sieur 
Dubois would have knocked him out with an axe. 
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Then the clerk Le Coq held back his arm and deflected the blow. In 
the tumult, the judges managed to get out of the house, mounted their 
horses and withdrew. The number of rebels increased and Sieur 
Dubois was furious with his axe. Someone had taken Sieur Legeois' 
sword and the clerk had his tie halfway off. The clerks and the clerk 
managed to get out of the house, but even out of the house they were 
not out of danger, for the inhabitants assembled in front of, beside 
and in the cemetery, as well as in the large house opposite the church, 
attacked the clerks and the clerk with stones. Fortunately, the clerks 
and the clerk quickly got back on their horses and rode out of the 
village. They would have been knocked out with stones by the 
inhabitants who were pursuing them. The cries also aroused the 
inhabitants of Porz Moëlan on the road to Quimperlé, who also began 
to shout. 

The speed of the horses saved the delegates. 

After this incident, the judges and the clerk refused to return to 
Moëlan to carry out their visits and exercises and they abandoned the 
proceedings against the inhabitants. 

 

Cider drinkers 

 

Cider and wine frauds were numerous.  
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Thus in 1759 Joseph Béchennec of the village of Riec was caught 
clandestinely selling cider to Jean Le Trévou, Jean Le Dervout, Louis 
Le Gac and Joseph Le Guiader  

La Barrique was confiscated. 

 

In the 1670s, the controllers of duties (tax collectors) reported 
numerous cider and wine frauds. These drinks were sold illegally. 

Those who were caught had to pay half a barrel of the product to the 
controllers, including Jean Huel de Clohars who was "Condemned to 
pay the duties of half a barrel of Nantes wine"... 

Wine (white and red), cider, brandies, marc ... were widely consumed. 
The harshness of life, custom (children were made to drink alcohol 
from a very young age), and celebrations encouraged people to drink. 

Many people died of alcoholism: it was a real scourge. 

There were also tobacco frauds. 

In 1730, the tobacco inspectors found eight and a half ounces of 
undeclared tobacco at Pierre Lozachmeur's house in Moëlan. He was 
fined 60 pounds. 

Society was also violent at that time. Bandits" watched over the roads. 

Thus, Henri le Dervouet from Riec died from a pistol shot on his way 
back from the Quimperlé fair. 

In 1787, a gang of criminals went to the farm of Kernaviner in Riec. 
They forced the widow Le Nardou to hand over the keys to her 
cupboards and took all her money and clothes. (See below) 

Conflicts between neighbours were common: animals that went to eat 
in the neighbour's field, insults, quarrels over inheritance... Often this 
was settled by beating. The courts were often called in to settle 
disputes. Moreover, they were very distrustful, for the slightest matter, 
they called in the notary. 
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On the way to the barn (Photo Adolphe Piriou) 

 

In order to see what a farmer owned in the 1750's here is the inventory 
of Guillaume Dagorn who died in Bréharn in Riec in 1755. Bréharn is 
situated next to Kerbélégou. Guillaume must have been a member of the 
Dagorn family of Kerbélégou. 

 

He owned: 

- A sliding table (so called because its top is movable; it 
slides sideways, thus giving access to the food racks located 
in the body of the furniture) 

- A bench 
- A bed by the fire 
- A chest 
- A wooden chair 
- A small cupboard and sideboard 
- A large pot and a smaller one 
- A brass milk hatch 
- The ribot and its stick 
(churn used to beat the cream of the milk to extract butter) 

Ribot 
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- The water pot 

- An earthen pan 
- An old rifle 
- An iron bar 
- A rack (Iron instrument with notches that was hung above 
the fire in the fireplace to hang pots and pans) 
- A large three-legged stand and a smaller one (to place the pans, 
cauldrons, etc. above the fire). 
- The basket with the bowls and its spoons (to 
eat at the peasant's, the plates were not 
numerous. One ate in bowls: the écuelles. 
There were no forks either. Spoons were used 
to pick up food).  

- Pincers 

- Three axes, an adze (for woodworking to make 
barrels) and another long axe. 

- Seven sickles, both good and bad 

- Four gourds 

- Two glass and one earthenware bottle 

- One pewter plate and one dish 

- Earthen bowls, dishes and plates 

- One white and one brown earthenware pitcher and one cup 

- Three nollets ? 

- Two jades (pots) 

- Ten milk pots 

- Two buckets 

- One large frying pan 

- A picture of Our Lady, a small amulet and a stoup 

- Four burrows 

Ecuelle 

Charniers 

 



 
 
 

45 
 
 

- A compass, three scissors and a guimbelet (cup) 

- A peeling hook 

- A large knife 
- One candlestick 
- Four baillots 
- A bad churn 
- A small bronze basin, a large basin and a smaller one. These basins 
were used for cooking, washing... They were very valuable so here the 
largest was valued at 36 pounds more than the price of one of these cows 
which was worth 27 pounds. 
- Two pancake pans 

 

In the bedroom 
- A wardrobe 
- The chest 
- The bed with its furnishings (duvets) and its bench 
- Another one and its outfit 
- A maye à pate (support on which bread dough was kneaded) and a 
quelorne (tub used for cooking). 
- A large granary 
- Two sacks 
- The charnel house and the larder 
(large pots where meat was put to be preserved in salt) 
- Three other bags 
- A braille (a wooden tool used to grind flax, among other things). 
- Five sieves 
- Two baskets 
- A baillot (a tub used for washing clothes) and a small box. 
- Four other baillots 
- The salt and the baillot (the baillot was also used to preserve the bacon) 
- Two carboys 
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- One minot (unit of measure) of ash 

- A millstone and its seat 
- The oxen hats and the bolster (oxen 
hitching) 
- The wine press and its attributes 
- Six barrels and two tierçons (unit of 
measure) 
- A shod cart with its ropes and 
attributes 
- One unshod cart and its attributes 
- Another one still new 
- Five piguelles (a tool for clearing the 
land) 
- Four rakes and a small hook 
- Four hoes (a kind of hoe to break up 
clods) and a small slice  
- Three iron shovels 
- Two forks, three hooks, one saw. 
- Spun hemp 
- Unspun oakum 
- Two other crossbeams for the oxen 
- In the upper room a bed and its furnishings (there was a bed in the attic 
upstairs). 
- A stepladder 
- Eight flails 
- Three measures and a half of a very bad minot 
- Two scythes and their attributes 
- A chest, a charnel house and a small bench, all very bad 
- Four minots of buckwheat 
- Half a clump of wheat 
- Eight bunches of rye 
- Two calves of the year and a heifer 
- Another heifer 
-One mare with her attributes  
- Three boutesoulles (for harnessing the oxen). 

Le Puits sculpté de Bréharn 
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- The plough, barrows and other attributes 
- Two more ploughs 
- A bad bed 
- Two oxen 
- One stone trough (4 livres 10 sols) 
- The pancake basket 
- Two other baskets and a wooden handle 
- One pig (54 pounds) 
- A black cow (27 pounds) 
- Another red one (33 pounds) 
- Another moiré (24 pounds) 
- Another black (24 pounds) 
- Another old moiré (18 pounds) 
- A stone trough (30 sols) 
- Two braye (wooden tool used to grind flax) 
- Two oven shovels (for baking bread) 
- One ladder and two other bad ones  
- A harrow 
- Wood faggots, 6 thousand billets (wood cut into pieces) 
- All the cloth clothing of the deceased with his hat and the cloth 
clothing. 
- An old pair of shoes 
- All of the widow's cloth and linen clothing 
- The headdresses and head coverings 
- A fine shroud and towels, four shrouds, seven tablecloths, nine old 
sheets, three others, a large quilt, a tablecloth, a pillowcase, three other 
sheets for ventilation. 
- The apples and pears were in the fruit trees 
- Rye hanging by the roots  
- Wheat to produce, oats, buckwheat, millet, hay, hemp, flax, manure, 
small threshing floor utensils, a loaf of fat. 
- The well bucket with its rope 
The total of the inventory amounts to 1771 livres. 
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This inventory is a little long but it tells us a lot about the life of a farmer 
in 1750. Guillaume Dagorn was a well-to-do farmer because the 
candlestick, the shoes, the dishes and plates, the tablecloths, the sheets 
are signs of a certain ease. At that time he used oxen, he cultivated wheat, 
oats, rye, buckwheat and millet but also hemp and flax to make their 
clothes. 

Of course, he made cider and had fruit trees (apples, pears). Pancakes 
were made on frying pans. Bacon was part of their menu and was kept in 
charnel houses. They were very pious (image of Our Lady and holy water 
font). They even had a compass and scissors.  
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The Tanguy family 

After the departure of the Le Scellin family around 1766, another family 
arrived at the manor, the Tanguy family. 

Corentin Tanguy married Jeanne Le Naviner in 1763. They took their 
first tenancy at the farm of Penquélen. They arrived at Kerbélégou after 
the departure of the Le Scellin family. When they arrived in Kerbélégou, 
they had three children: Jeanne-Josèphe, Marie-Corentine and 
Marguerite  

Other children were born in Kerbélégou: Catherine in 1771, Corentin in 
1774, Claude in 1779, Jean-Marie in 1781 who died at the age of three 
weeks and Alain in 1782. 

Many children at that time died at a young age. Thus, Marguerite died in 
1779 at the age of 10, Corentin at 7 and Jean-Marie at a few months. 

The children married: Jeanne in 1781 with Jean Mérien (but Jeanne died 
in 1785), Marie-Corentin married Louis-François Huon in 1789, 
Catherine married Jacques Scaër in 1793 and Joseph in 1795 with Marie-
Jeanne Berthou. 
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Before continuing, how were our ancestors dressed under the old regime? 

It is tempting to imagine our ancestors wearing the "Breton costume" 
popularised by folk groups... This is a mistake, as it only became 
established during the 19th century. 

For men, we find : 

- the top-sleeve corresponding to our trousers, except that it hardly 
goes below the knee. Its Breton name bragou corresponds to the 
Gallic word braie. 

From the 18th century onwards, they are frequently called breeches. 
These huge and baggy breeches, which go from the waist to the knees: 
they are the bragou braz, the "big braies", which survived in our 
countryside until the 19th century. 

- It is followed by breeches, more commonly called stockings; they 
are generally made of wool or cloth, but can be replaced by leather 
gaiters (made of ox skin). 

- on the feet: clogs or shoes.  
- above the belt: the shirt and the leotard, which corresponds to a 

tight, well-buttoned waistcoat. 
- the pourpoint is worn over it. This is the chuppen. 

Don't forget the large hat with a cord. 

 

Peasants from Riec-sur-Bélon 
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In the archives, we find the inventory of Guillaume Conan de Poulfanc 
in Riec in 1768. What is interesting is that the clothes he owned are 
described: 

- Two hats, one old and one better 
- A pair of leather gamache (the gamache was the 'stocking' that 

covered the calf) 
- A pair of brown woolen stockings 
- A pair of leather stockings 
- A pair of white stockings 
- A new corset  
- One white suit 
- Two blue suits 
- One pair of brown berlinge breeches (berlinge was a woven fabric 

of linen or hemp) 
- One pair of white linen breeches 
- One old waistcoat 
- One canvas suit 
- One pair of canvas gamache (stockings) 
- Eight shirts 
- One pair of canvas breeches  

 
For women's clothing, we find : 

A shirt, over it, a brassiere, then a cotillion, a skirt, stockings, and on the 
feet clogs or shoes. 

As for the headdresses, they existed, but we must not imagine them 
under the very elaborate aspect that folklore groups show us. These 
cathedrals of lace did not flourish until the 19th century. Before the 
revolution, they were presented as linen bonnets, not very different from 
those of other provinces. As the peasant women carried burdens on their 
heads, their headdresses could not be like those of the 19th century. 

At that time, women's clothing was not lacking in colour, even bright 
colours. It was a far cry from the dark clothes worn by our grandmothers 
in the 20th century. 

The colour of the men's or women's costumes changed according to the 
commune.  
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Here are the clothes of Annette Péres from the village of Chérou in Riec 
in 1751 (Annette is an ancestor of the Mahé de Kerbélégou and was 
married to Christophe Mahé): 

- A skirt of blue cloth estimated at 10 livres 
- An apron 6 livres  
- A red bra 6 pounds 
- Another blue skirt 4 livres 
- A cotton bra 30 sols 
- A brown skirt 4 livres 10 sols 
- A linen apron 3 pounds 
- One old brassiere 15 sols 
- Two old shirts 1 pound 30 sols 
- One apron of pillots 20 sols  
- Two linen headdresses 25 sols 
- Two other caps 20 sols 
- Another headdress 18 sols 
- Another headdress 12 sols 
- One headdress 10 sols 
- Four small caps 1 pound 10 sols 
- One red bonnet 10 sols 
- Two pairs of stockings 20 sols 
- One coat 3 pounds 
- One pair of shoes 20 sols 

On the feet, those who had shoes were well-to-do peasants. Shoes were 
a sign of a certain affluence compared to the small ploughmen or day 
labourers who could not afford them. 

In everyday life, everyone wears clogs. Contrary to what one might think, 
they kept the feet warm. Wood is an insulator. In addition, they were 
lined with straw and to avoid cutting the foot on the front, the straw 
overflowed and was folded on top of the clog. Everyone had a pair of 
clogs to fit their feet. You had to walk for miles in your clogs. 
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The Kerbélégou Well and its trough 

 

Bretons were not tall. The average height of Breton conscripts in 1819 
was 1.64 metres. Many Bretons were discharged from military service for 
lack of height. Here is a sketch of a Breton stocking described by 
Habasque (government envoy) in 1836: "The stature of Breton stockings 
is short, their waist thick; their hair is black, their beard full; their 
complexion is brown, their teeth are white, their features male, their 
shoulders broad. Their chest is open, and their gaze confident. 

Their hair was long, falling to their shoulders and often held back by a 
ribbon. 

One of the characteristics of this period is that each Breton had his "Pen-
Baz" (a long stick). This stick was very useful: for walking (people walked 
a lot at that time, sometimes 20 km a day) or for defence. It was an 
exclusively masculine attribute and for men in the prime of life. Tailors 
were excluded from wearing this attribute...they were considered 
unworthy of this honour. 
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Bretons from the Quimperlé area with their "Pen Baz’ 

 

Situation of peasants on the eve of the revolution 

Almost three quarters of the land is uncultivated but covered with heath 
and moorland. The cold lands are left fallow. The land is quickly 
exhausted due to the lack of fertiliser. The ploughman's life was hard 
and painful. He uses a wooden plough to plough. The ploughshare, an 
old wooden ploughshare, cannot penetrate deep into the soil. Similarly, 
the harrow, the rake, the fork with wooden tines, primitive instruments 
made on the farm, are almost the only ones in use because they are 
cheap. Haymaking was done with a scythe, harvesting with a sickle and 
threshing with a flail. 
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Flail threshing (postcard) 

On the best land, oats, barley and especially buckwheat, the basis of the 
diet, are sown. Rye and wheat, the noble cereals used to pay feudal dues, 
required even richer land. Most often, the peasant paid for his land in 
kind, as money was scarce. 

It is easy to imagine what life was like for the farmer in years of crop 
failure. Food shortages, even famine, took their toll. And this was still 
the case on the eve of the revolution. 

 

The climate had a great influence on life. Thus, in the years 1790-95 there 
were terrible winters. Many deaths were recorded during these years of 
harsh winters. The average life span in the 17th century was about thirty 
years. 

Alongside the high nobility, there were many country gentlemen: a 
nobility that remained entirely Breton and, in general, popular. They 
were peasants like any others, cultivating their land and employing 
ploughmen to help them. 
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The revolution was hard on the upper nobility, but the peasants did not 
think of molesting those who had not ceased to live with them. They 
spent the difficult years of the revolution on their land without being 
bothered. The revolution brought the peasantry the abolition of feudal 
rights and the relative opening up of property, but the gap between the 
peasants and the revolutionary bourgeoisie widened. The revolution did 
not put an end to the subsistence crises. Riots ensued and the peasantry 
broke up. 

Revolts were already breaking out. 

A document from 1733 tells us that tax collectors went to the chapel of 
St Gilles in September 1731 to collect taxes. 

It was the 2nd of September 1731 and it must have been the pardon. 
Many people were therefore present. There were people from all over: 
from Riec, but also from Mellac, from Trévoux and from Quimperlé. 

This was the day that the tax collectors chose to come and collect their 
dues. 

They gathered the people after mass on the placître and informed them 
of the taxes to be paid. Since the reign of Louis XIV, the state had not 
stopped punishing its subjects and obviously the people were unhappy. 
Most of them had not forgotten the rebellion of the red bonnets in 1675 
and a rebellion ensued. 

The clerks probably had to call in the tide. Several people were arrested:  

- Jean and Catherine Berthou of Kerberthou in Riec. 
- Pierre Le Quernec of the village of Kerjean in Trévoux 
- Jean and Mathurin Le Marec (father and son) of the "Kernot" mill 

in Mellac 
- Jean Audren of the village of Rouas in Mellac 
- Ollivier Conan of Kerboudic in Mellac 

And Renée Le Marec, domestic servant to Sieur André de Villerein in 
Quimperlé. 

Jean Le Marec was imprisoned in Rennes.  

Pierre Le Quernec was fined 200 livres. 
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Jean Bertou had to pay 360 livres. The others had to pay 150 livres. 

Most of them could not pay. So they had to call on their families. 

For Jean and Catherine Berthou, Catherine Le Goallec de Loyan (Jean's 
mother) and Yves and Louis Berthou of Kernivaign in Riec voluntarily 
stood surety. 

Jean Berthou had to pay 60 livres within a month and 300 livres the 
following year. 

For Pierre Le Quernec, his father Alain paid the 200 livres in cash 

The revolution in the Quimperlé region 

During the revolution, parish assemblies were held in the churches and 
chapels. On 1 April 1789, the assembly met in the church of Riec and 
drew up a list of grievances. The audience included about one hundred 
peasants, all illiterate except for three. Amongst those present, there 
were, amongst others: Louis Maurice Le Flécher de Kerspern, Guillaume 
Conan and Corentin Souffez. In Moélan, the assembly met on 29 March 
and appointed four deputies to take the cahiers de doléances to the 
seneschal of Quimperlé. In Lothéa, the inhabitants gather in the church 
to write the cahier de doléances. They are about a hundred of which Jean 
Huel of Coat-Savé. They demanded the abolition of the domain of leave. 
Thus, at that time, the social question arose between the peasants on the 
one hand, and the nobles and the bourgeois, landed lords on the other. 

The Chouans roamed the area. The Marquis of Tinteniac, Lord of the 
castle of Quimerc'h in Bannalec, had emigrated, but his son Auguste had 
returned from England and was the liaison between the Chouans and 
the Princes. The latter had put precious objects in safety at Penquélen 
in Riec. On 27 June 1795, the Anglo emigrants landed at Quiberon, but 
were blocked and massacred by Hoche. They did not disarm, however. 
The population, mostly illiterate, speaking Breton, hardly leaving the 
country except to go to the fairs of Quimperlé, did not care much about 
politics and remained attached to the traditional religion and the faithful 
priests. 
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On 12 July, the English were anchored in front of Le Pouldu. At Moëlan, 
the coastguards sounded the alarm. The Brigneau battery is in the best 
possible condition, but it needs gunners. There were ten men on guard 
continuously but they did not know how to fire the gun and the powder 
was spoiled. 

On July 15, 2000 men disembark at Névez (on the beach of Raguénes). 
They are Chouans, with a number of women and children. These 
Chouans went up along both banks of the Aven, stopping in the 
countryside to eat and drink. At Pont-Aven, a skirmish took place which 
left three people dead and one seriously wounded. In Pont-Aven, a 
skirmish took place that left three people dead and one seriously 
wounded, "by a rifle shot and several sabre blows" by a detachment from 
Concarneau. Then the Chouans dispersed into the countryside towards 
Arzano and Tréméven. On the coast all the garrisons had fled. The 
battery of Riec was completely abandoned. The English were still there. 
One fears a new landing. On September 2, 1795, 10 ships and 4 frigates 
crossed the coast between Névez and Moëlan. After the disaster of 
Quiberon the Chouans did not disarm. They regrouped under the 
leadership of Cadoudal and attacked the patriots. An expedition against 
Moëlan is decided. On 11 September at 9 o'clock in the evening, they 
went to the Du Guily manor house, had food and drink served to them, 
seized the son of the house to whom they tied his hands behind his back, 
and forced him to follow them by roundabout ways to the town of 
Moëlan, where they attacked the presbytery, broke down the main door 
with an axe, and searched in vain for the priest. After the presbytery, the 
Chouans went to the Pennec house where they took effects and cloth, 
then wanted to go to the home of the citizen Babette Le Doz and the 
citizens Mauduit and Marée. But A. du Guilly dissuaded them. According 
to him, they forced him to follow them along tortuous and circuitous 
paths to the bridge of St Ouarno where they stopped to decide his fate. 
But, frightened by the gallop of a horse, the Chouans dispersed leaving 
Lord Du Guily alone, who walked towards Baye where he found a 
peasant who freed him from his bonds, then he went to tell his 
misadventure to the district of Quimperlé. They did not believe him, 
because on 13 November 1795 he was shot in Quimperlé. 
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All these troubles had an effect on the economy. Food shortages and 
famines reappeared in the countryside. Thus Quimperlé experienced a 
famine on the 20th thermidor of the year 2 and Baye emptied its granaries 
to feed the inhabitants of Quimperlé. 

During this economically troubled period, the winter of 1793-1794 was 
the harshest of the century. The rural population was driven onto the 
roads in begging and brigandage. Troops of bandits and Chouans tried 
to escape the misery and the Republican army. 

 

Back to Kerbélégou: 

Corentin Tanguy (the father) died in 1794. His wife Jeanne Le Naviner 
stayed in Kerbélégou with her children. She was helped by Louis Huon, 
her son-in-law. 

Jeanne Le Naviner died in 1801. 

After her death, it was Louis Huon who took over the farm. 

From his marriage to Marie-Corentine Tanguy, he had 6 children: Louis 
born in 1790, Marie-Jeanne born in 1792, Philippe in 1797, Alain in 1799, 
Corentin in 1803 and Marie-Catherine in 1806. 

But Louis Huon died in 1808 at the age of 38. Marie-Corentine remained 
at Kerbélégou. She was helped by her brother François. 

At that time, solidarity existed and Marie-Corentine took in a 10 year old 
girl from Le Faouët who was declared a beggar. 

Marie-Corentine Tanguy was present at the marriage of her son Alain 
Huon in 1828. 

She died between 1828 and 1832. 

In 1813, Mathurin Quillien and Marie-Françoise Le Flécher were also at 
Kerbélégou with their daughter Marie-Françoise. They are probably day 
labourers. 
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Kerbélégou in 1832 

Explanation of the words in Breton: Parc dreon Ty: field behind the house Parc, porz 
kerbélégou: field of the manor of Kerbélégou, Parc Hero hir: field in the distance, 
Parc cosquer: field of the old village, Parc Leur field of the threshing floor, Parc toul 
morch; field of the pig hole, Parc Ster field of the river: A brook arrived in this field. 
Where there was a fountain and a wash house. 

Jean-Pierre Soing or Soingn arrived at Kerbélégou after the Tanguy family. 
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The Soing family 

Jean-Pierre Soing married Françoise Berthou in 1831.  

This family remained in Kerbélégou until 1856. When Jean-Pierre 
Soingn and his wife settled in Kerbélégou, they had Françoise's mother 
with them: Françoise Le Ny. 

Children were born: Jean-Louis in 1832, Jean-Ignace in 1835 and 
Françoise in 1837. Françoise Le Ny died in 1842. 

Children also died: Jean-Louis in 1834 and Jean-Ignace in 1836. 

Françoise Berthou died in 1843 and Jean-Pierre, her husband, remarried 
in 1848 to Anne Daniélou who was the widow of Guillaume Ridou. 

From this union three children were born: Marie-Josèphe in 1849 and 
twins, Marie-Romaine and Jean-Marie, in 1853. 

The Soingn family employed servants. In 1846, there was Louis Dérédel 
and Marie-Anne Gillet, then in 1856 Germain Toulgoat and Joseph 
Berthou. 

That same year, they took in Guillaume Kermanach (12 years old), an 
abandoned and destitute child. 

On October 1st 1856, Jean-Pierre Soingn died at the age of 54. 

His daughter Françoise married Louis Tanguy. They lived in Kerbélégou 
in 1859 where their daughter Marie-Françoise was born. 

They had to leave the farm around 1860. 

 

The social situation at that time and the life of the peasants 

The years 1820-1850 were marked by real economic catastrophes. There 
was a succession of crop failures and a disease that destroyed the 
potatoes. The bad weather conditions made the situation worse: periods 
of drought, rainy summers and harsh winters multiplied. The shortage 
hit the poorest and played into the hands of speculators. These plagues 
led to poverty in the Riec area.  
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The parish priest of Riec, Abbé Le Saint, wrote to King Charles X to ask 
him to make a gesture to create a charity house. 

  

Here is part of the letter which describes the social situation in Riec at 
that time: 

"Sire, 
Placed for a few years to fulfil the functions of parish priest in the canton 
of Pont-Aven, I cannot see without shedding tears the misery and the 
abandonment of a great part of the people that divine Providence has 
entrusted to my solicitude: infirm old men, abandoned by ungrateful 
children, little orphans lacking all the care that their weakness requires, 
women without number reduced to all kinds of misery, some without a 
home, others covered with ulcers, soldiers who have reached extreme old 
age deprived of all help, this, Sire, is the distressing spectacle of which I 
am the witness. …" 

The charity house was created in 1830. 

There was one person who gave of her time and strength to help the 
unfortunate, Madame de la Villemarqué, wife of Pierre, sub-prefect of 
Quimperlé. She was nicknamed "Mother of the Poor". She received, 
cared for and consoled the poor and the sick in her manor house of 
Plessis in Nizon. She also made numerous visits on foot, on horseback, 
in all weathers, in the rain and in winter, in the vicinity of Riec but also 
in Névez, Trégunc, Melgven, Bannalec, St Thurien, Querrien, Trévoux, 
and even as far as Gourin and Le Saint in the Morbihan. At that time, 
there were no carts and most of the roads were impassable. 

The peasantry comprised three quarters of the population. The life of 
the peasant was precarious. At the end of the 18th century, little progress 
had been made since the Middle Ages. 

The ploughman's dwelling was a dark thatched cottage with very small 
windows that let in "a miserly light". Let's not forget that the door and 
window tax existed until 1917! The family lived in one part of the house, 
the other was reserved for the animals: cows, oxen, pigs, etc... 
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The entrance was common, a partition separated animals and people. 
This way we were warmer in winter! 

This type of animal-farmer cohabitation still existed in the 1920s. 

 
Interior of a penty: the cows' corner and the men's corner (postcard) 

 

(Anonymous photo)  
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The meal (postcard) 

On both sides of a large fireplace, wooden benches allowed the family to 
warm themselves in the Corn Toull. Food was cooked on the wood fire. 

 

The cupboard, the credenza, if there was one, was aligned on one side of 
the room. The table consisted of a lid placed on a chest, which served as 
a kneading trough or a laundry chest. Hanging above the table, a 
horizontal wheel with holes in it replaced the drawer for the family's 
wooden spoons. Each member of the family had his or her own spoon. 
There was little talk of forks or knives. The staple foods being soups, 
porridges, pancakes, boiled potatoes and milk, forks were unnecessary. 
A pocket knife was enough to cut bread or to cut a slice of bacon that 
everyone brought from the one dish onto their piece of bread. Only men 
had their own pocket knife, which they used for such diverse purposes 
as cutting off an animal's tail, scraping mud off trousers, trimming 
toenails and cutting meat! Butcher's meat was virtually unknown to the 
poor, with rare exceptions. 

For births, it was done at home! So-called "birth attendants" were called 
in, in fact old women who came to be offered a drink. 
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Les enfants mangent le plus souvent ou bon Lit Clos leur semble: ici sur le bank kost an ti. 

The beds were often bunk beds and had to be entered bent over because 
of their low height. They were stuffed with straw, sacks or "duvets" of 
oatmeal, usually without sheets. Beautifully carved, enclosed beds were 
found in the homes of wealthy farmers. 

 

The work in the fields was also done with oxen (photo JPPiriou) 
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Passage of the harrow (photoJPP) 
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La Lessive 

 

At the washhouse (Bidergouen in Riec) postcard 

 

 

   

At home At the washhouse 
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At the river (Photo Adolphe Piriou) 

The time of washing is very important. The washhouse and the river are 
places for meetings and exchanges. At a time when means of 
communication were rare (most people could not read), the washhouse 
was the ideal place to communicate news.  

 
The Chrec'haro Washhouse 

Kerbélégou had a washhouse to the south of the manor house, now 
overgrown. It appears on the cadastre of 1832. 
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How did people light themselves in those times? 

First of all, people lived primarily by the sun and worked more in 
summer than in winter. In the old regime, before the revolution, the fire 
of the chimney lit a part of the house like the candle which existed and 
was used. Thus we find in Jean-Joseph Berthou's inventory a candlestick 
(candles were made of animal fat, resin, and wax in the churches). In the 
19th century, the petroleum and carbide lamp appeared. In the 
countryside, a wood fire in the fireplace was commonplace at home, 
while the storm lamp or lantern (Jean-Joseph Berthou mentioned above 
had one), protected by a glass globe, was used as a candle for caring for 
animals and milking cows. During the day, the milk for the butter is 
skimmed by hand. Later on, oil lamps were introduced. 

Bench carts had to be lit at night by lanterns. A fine was imposed if they 
failed to do so. 

Electricity only arrived in the countryside between the two world wars.. 

 
(Post cards) 
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After the harvest, a horse-drawn carousel threshes the ears of corn (see 
photo). Water is drawn by hand from the wells. 

The most beautiful house on the farm was the owner's house. The roof 
was thatched, as was the roof of all the employees' penty. Slate only 
gradually replaced thatch in the 19th century. 

Away from any important residence, near the farm, there was a "house 
end" penty, for the day labourer who also had a few acres of land for 
growing vegetables or grazing a cow or two. The master provided the 
necessary tools and the carriage. This is for the duration of the contract. 
This way, the owner has a docile workforce, always available, and he can, 
for a yes or no, chase away the servant for whom it is always a drama to 
leave his penty. 

 

 
Farm (owner's house) postcard   
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The Mahé family 

Another family took over the farm in 1860: the Mahé family. 

Around 1860, Joseph Mahé and his wife Marie-Françoise Hervé arrived 
in Kerbélégou. They were married in 1840 and had seven children when 
they settled in Kerbélégou. 

Marie-Josèphe born in 1841, Jean in 1842, Joseph-Corentin in 1844, 
Marie-Magdeleine in 1848, François Louis in 1852, Yvonne in 1854, Jean-
Joseph in 1856. 

Shortly after their arrival, two twins were born on 28 October 1860: 
Marie-Louise and Louis François. 

Three years after these births in 1863, the Mahé couple married their 
daughter Marie-Josèphe to Alain Conan. 

In 1866, Joseph was 54 years old, his wife Marie Françoise Hervé 46. 

Their daughters Yvonne and Marie-Louise had died. Marie-Josèphe lost 
her husband. She has a two year old daughter Corentine Conan. 

They have two servants: François Tanguy and Philippe Guyony. 

Marie-Josèphe remarried in 1869 to Joseph Le Doeuf. 

Marie-Françoise Hervé died in 1870 at the age of 51. 

Her son Joseph married Marie-Louise Le Gac in 1872. That same year, 
Joseph Mahé, the head of the family, took in Corentin Conan, a 7 year 
old orphan. Catherine Le Floch was their servant at that time. 

Joseph Mahé died in 1878. He was 66 years old. After his death, his son 
Joseph ran the farm. As head of the household, he managed the farm 
until 1918. 

The farm is still rented out. The owners are the de Kergoz family from 
the manor of Kergoz in Fouesnant. 

Joseph and Marie-Louise Le Gac had 10 children: Joseph Bertrand born 
in 1874, Alain in 1875, Marie-Louise in 1878 (died in 1882), another 



 
 
 

73 
 
 

Marie-Louise born in 1879, Marie Josèphe in 1881, Marie Josèphe Marie 
Corentine in 1883, Louis Joseph in 1884, Joseph Louis in 1887, Pierre 
Louis in 1890 and Marie Françoise in 1894. 

 
Field work 

 

To help them, they employed servants: in 1881 there were Jean Mahé, 
Marie-Jeanne Mahé and Jean-Marie Tanguy and in 1886 Louis Kergoat. 

Some of the children got married:  

Marie Louise Jacquette in 1903 with Ferdinand François Le Maout. 

Joséphine Marie Corentine on 17 April 1910 with Louis Marie Thomas 
and Louis Joseph the same day with Marie Louise Pérennou. 

Marie-Françoise married François Huon in 1926. 

Several of their children died in infancy: Joseph Bertrand in 1882 at the 
age of 8, Marie Louise Josèphe in 1882 at the age of 4, Josèphe Marie 
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Louise in 1882 at a few months old, a stillborn child in 1890 and Alain in 
1904 at the age of 29. 

Their son Pierre was enlisted but died in hospital in Salonika on 20 
October 1918. 

 
Change of era after 1945, the tractor replaces the horse 

 

In 1936, there was a house in Kerbélégou: 

Louis Joseph Mahé and his wife Louise Pérennou with their children 
Marie-Louise (25) and Louise (23). 

Living with them was Joseph Mahé (48), Louis' brother. 

Louis Mahé (31) was a servant. 

Louis Joseph died in 1948 in Kerbélégou from a cart accident. 

After his death, his wife Louise Pérennou continued to work the farm 
with the help of her brother-in-law Joseph Louis and his two daughters. 

Marie-Louise married Marcel Coulicou in 1952 and Louise married 
Charles Plouzennec. 



 
 
 

75 
 
 

The two daughters stayed at Kerbélégou until the end of the harvest in 
1952, when they left with their husbands, one to the Kerloch farm in 
Mellac and the other to Kervail in Quimperlé. 

 

 

 

Mr Furic's horse 
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The Rannou family 

After the departure of Marie-Louise and Louise Mahé in 1952, the owner 
(Hervé-Marie de Kernaflen de Kergos) rented Kerbélégou to Louis 
Rannou and his wife Marie Guern. They redesigned the manor house 
and had the loophole in the spiral staircase of the old 15th century turret 
replaced by a door giving direct access to the house. This structure will 
be replaced in 2021 by a bay window. 

Louis Rannou died in January 1961 at Kerbelegou. Louis de Kernaflen 
de Kergos decided to sell the Kerbélégou estate in 1962. The farm was 
dismembered and sold in two lots. 

The residential part with the manor and its park was sold to Mr François 
Raveton. 

The agricultural part, which was much larger, was sold to Mr Marcel 
Furic. 

François and Nicole Raveton carried out extensive work. They renamed 
Kerbélégou to Kerbéleg and lived there until their respective deaths, 
Nicole in 1991 and François in 2013. Both of Parisian origin, they chose 
to be buried in Riec-sur-Bélon where the Raveton family now has its 
vault. 

When François Raveton died, his two children, Catherine Bazin de 
Jessay and Antoine Raveton, inherited the Kerbéleg property. 

In January 2020 Antoine Raveton's eldest son, Fabien Raveton and his 
wife Véréna bought Kerbéleg from the family to live there all year round 
and to set up a bed and breakfast. 

Major renovation work in keeping with tradition was carried out between 
2020 and 2021. 

The following photos show the evolution of the work carried out since 
the 1960s. 
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Kerbélégou in the 1960s 

 

 
At the bottom of the picture the old building in bad condition. On the right the 

thatched cot 
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The back of the crèche and the oven house on the right 
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Another view of the annex buildings 

 

 
The buildings are in poor condition 
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The door and the small window with elaborate lintels 
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Another view with the well 

 
The buildings after a first renovation 
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The whole building after the renovations 
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In 2021 

The buildings have been beautifully restored by the Raveton family. 
Thanks to these restorations, while respecting the ancient heritage, the 
manor has regained its original appearance. 
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The oven house has been converted into a guest room. 
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The chimneys on the ground floor of the big house 

 

 

At the end of 2021, renovations are continuing, mainly inside the 
buildings, and soon Kerbélégou will be ready to receive its guests. 

See photos of the renovation online at: https://kerbeleg.bzh 


